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WHO IS ERASMIA GRIM? by Eithne Keegan, MSN, RN

Excerpts taken from Francis Grim’s book “On the Wings of the Wind”

8 rasmia is a wonderful godly woman who exemplifies how a Christian should
walk the walk.

She is the wife of our founder Francis Grim known to many as Uncle. She is
one of seven children born into the Greek family of John George Frangakis and
Margaret Frangakis. John a pioneer of the Mpumalanga Province, South Africa, and
a well-read man who provided a fountain of knowledge to his seven children. He
stressed that life was to be more than a mere march of time across the calendar
and urged his children to strive for excellence in their achievement of their ideals
and a great encourager to them. Is it any wonder that Erasmia encourages all
who work or have worked alongside her through the years? Her mother
Margaret was a warmhearted woman and a woman of prayer. Erasmia states
“her prayers have sustained me through the passing seasons of my life and
strengthened my walk with God”.

John and Margaret provided a loving home for their seven children.
The family had a unique bond of love, prayer, support, generosity, and
service to the Lord.

At the age of seventeen God called Erasmia into fulltime service.
She attended a meeting where Francis Grim the founder of HCFI (Hospital
Christian Fellowship, now known internationally as Healthcare Christian
Fellowship International) was preaching on Isaiah 6. A song that was being
sung was “hear the Lord of harvest softly calling” She then listened to the
words of Francis as he spoke on Isaiah 6:8, "Then I heard the voice of the
Lord saying” Whom shall I send and who will go for us” (NIV), this
confirmed her calling to serve the Lord. She received further assurance
that the words of Isaiah 6:8 were directed to her when she returned
home later that evening and read Luke 10:2 which states ... “The
harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest
therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field” (NIV). Erasmia
was not content to remain in the warmth and security of her parental
hr?mfg.IdShe knew that God was calling her to serve him as a laborer in
the fields.

When Erasmia told her mother of this sacred calling, she
heard her mothers tender voice saying “I gave you to God at birth
and prayed that He would call you into His service in His own time”.

Continue to page 10... Francis & Erasmia Grim
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ERASMIA

My work in South Africa alongside
Erasmia Grim, aka Aunt Erasmia, aka Mama

q n 1995 I was invited by Erasmia Grim, the then
International Promoter of HCF, to come to South

Africa and serve as the International Literature/Media
Coordinator. My first task was to work with her and the
team in South Africa to put together the 60th Jubilee
Edition of the International Heartbeat. — Lessons learned
from Erasmia that accuracy is very important in everything
you print. Check and double check the facts, proofs, and
always have more than one person do the editing. We
need to not only be accurate, but we need to remember
that we are representing God and the fellowship.

Living and working at the International Office in
Kempton Park, I had opportunities to observe Erasmia in
the office, in the community dining room, and in home life.
She was always well groomed, and her style was age
appropriate. There was something stately about her. She
also acted as a buffer for the very direct approach of Uncle
Francis, and I always had access to her to get clarity about
situations I did not understand.

In 1995-1996 the transition from typewriter to
smart typewriter to computer began. Erasmia was a bit
reluctant to embark on such a major change, but gradually
embraced the transition. She was not afraid or ashamed to
ask for help with the new techniques and she kept a small
book in which she made notes of all the things she was
learning. Up to the present time, she keeps that same
notebook whenever she needs to learn something new
about the computer. Lessons learned from Erasmia in this
phase — take small steps, take notes that you can refer to
later, and embrace the change. Don't let changes keep
you back.

The HCFI Training department of which I am a
part, was also housed at the HCF Base in Kempton Park,
South Africa. One thing we were tasked with was to search
for @ more suitable base to house the training. Erasmia
encouraged the team in their search and helped prepare
the meticulous list of what to look for in the procurement

WORKING ALONGSIDE AUNT

by Angelina Sandy, MA Education, RN, LM

of a building. At the top of the list was
prayer. After each site visit, we would have discussions on
the findings and suitability of the places we had seen. The
final visit the team made was to a property in Fairleads,
Benoni, where the present HCFI/HCF offices are located.
When we returned with our report there was great joy,
and without hesitancy Uncle Francis, Erasmia and the
research team decided to see the owner and have
another visit. It was amazing to watch her at work asking
the right questions, probing the owner about relevant
issues relating to the property, visiting every inch of the
property, and looking at the possibility of changes which
could be adapted to suit our purposes. The rest is history
as she was hands-on in the purchase, redesigning,
renovation and furnishing of the building which is now
our headquarters.

Mr. & Mrs. Grim praying.

Erasmia has a passion for roses, and one picture
which comes to mind is Erasmia and Maggie, our
colleague, visiting the rose farm in South Africa to
carefully select roses for the grounds at Hebron and then
physically going on the compound and planting the roses
with the help of Paulos, our gardener. She was also
instrumental in the buying and planting of all the fruit
trees, and each year she would ensure that they were
pruned at the correct time. Working with her I learned
that when you work with the team to get things done,
you have an opportunity to teach, supervise and get the
quality you are looking for.

While working with Erasmia I was given many
opportunities to serve on conference planning teams in
different capacities. This ensured my growth in planning

Turn to page 11...
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THE FIRST LADY: ERAMSIA

; aking a jumbo jet from Los
Angeles to London was easy. Long, but

easy. Once in London and fighting jetlag, we had to
search for the right trains. That was not easy. Yes, it
would take three trains and one bus to bring us to our
destination. It was August 1978, and I was invited to my
first International Conference of Hospital Christian Fellow-
ship. It would be held at the University of Aberystwyth in
Wales.

Tired and dusty, we finally made it to Wales and
were warmly welcomed by an HCF team in charge of
dorm rooms. I was given a room on the 8th floor in a tall
building. The elevator was small, barely big enough to
hold me and my luggage. When the elevator stopped I
found that the sequence of the room numbers was a
mystery and for the rest of the conference, someone had
to meet me at my room and lead me through a maze of
narrow passageways to the elevator and from there to
the dining hall.

After breakfast we were bused to the main
buildings. As I entered the foyer of the large auditorium,
I was overwhelmed by an international conglomerate of
people. I stood still for a while, taking in the colorful
scene in front of me. Scores of people from different
countries, in different attires and speaking different
languages. The main auditorium was enormous with a
gigantic stage, adorned with flags from many nations and
huge bouquets of exotic and stunningly beautiful flowers,
brought in live from South Africa.

Someone led me to a large hall behind the
auditorium. Many countries had brought large, beautifully
designed displays which filled the entire wall. Behind the
displays, someone pointed out, were 10 small booths for
the interpreters during the various presentations. Ten?
Wow! In a way, I was like a kid in a candy story, hardly
able to take it all in.

Someone led me back to the main auditorium.
The official program would begin that evening. Here,
dozens of people were milling about, all busily occupied
with one thing or another. I marveled at the
organizational skills an event like this would need. Who
would be able to keep everyone on track and, in this bee
hive, keep order?

It was then I was introduced to Erasmia Grim,
the wife of HCF founder, Francis Grim. Erasmia greeted
me with a warm and genuine smile. She was a beautiful
lady with thick, black curly hair, her features showing off
her Greek heritage, dressed elegantly, yet modestly. She
held a clipboard in one hand and seemed to be in total

by Aubrey Beauchamp

control of all the
activities around her and
perfectly at ease. Someone you feel at N
home with the moment you meet, I thought.

Erasmia greeted me warmly, then gave me some
information on the evening opening event which would
feature a greeting from one delegate from each country.
There were over one hundred. Would I represent the
USA? Taken aback, I stammered yes and then Erasmia
gently took me through some guidelines for addressing
an international audience, many of them relying on
interpreters to hear what was said. I also had to be brief
— just a greeting. I nodded.

That ten-day Conference in Wales made a deep
impression on me. It was years later that I discovered
that Erasmia had been responsible for most of the
details, as she had been for every international
conference. To put an event like this together, with an
international audience, is not for the faint hearted. How
did she do it? To me she was ‘The First Lady’ of
organizing events.

My admiration for this amazing lady only
increased as I got to know her better. Not only was she a
master organizer and a tremendous encourager, her first
love was prayer. She was a prayer warrior and spent a lot
of her time in a small prayer chapel, built on HCF
premises in South Africa. The chapel is small with a
thatched roof. Erasmia is there frequently to praise her
Lord, get directions from Him and strength. She pours
out her heart as she intercedes for people around the
world in each country. For many years she has produced
an international prayer letter, The Trumpet Call, for
private and personal prayer, keeping all leaders around
the world informed and inspired. Erasmia is ‘The First
Lady’ of prayer.

Not only was she a master organizer and

a tremendous encourager,

her first love was prayer.

Turn to page 11...
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by Sandra Krantz

f you have been a nursg,
whether for a short time or
a long time, you know there are patients that remain with
you forever. Ralph was just such a patient.

I can't believe it has been 43 years since I met
Ralph. He was a tall, thin, dirty-blonde 37-year-old male
who fell from a scaffolding 3 stories up, fracturing his right
forearm, his right leg, and multiple ribs. We were surprised
that was all he had broken. A bruised and battered trauma
victim in the coronary care unit stuck out like a sore
thumb. He was comatose, on a ventilator, casted, abraded,
and with multiple IV drips for heart irregularities, blood
pressure instabilities, and lines to monitor his heart status
from inside and outside that all needed to be managed.

Peggy, his wife, arrived soon after we had him
settled. This was their first marriage. They had married in
their late 30’s about nine months before. She and I spoke
of our hope in the Lord. I agreed to pray for them as I
worked with them and each time the Lord brought them to
mind. I prayed for them continually during that time.

For weeks, Ralph laid in a coma. I would whisper
to him as I shaved him and changed his dressings, “You
will not die, but live,” paraphrasing Psalm 118:17. “Peggy
has told me so much about you, I want to talk to you face
to face.” I would say.

Then Ralph woke up and said, “I remember your
voice... I heard you telling me I would live.” He thanked
me because he said he didn't know at that time if he would
live or not. He said it was like he was in a bubble or a
dream. His voice was soft, his smile inviting, and his
demeanor warm.

Peggy and I continued to pray, sometimes
together, sometimes alone. Medications were titrated. One
evening, he started having severe arrythmias again. Ralph
would lose consciousness; we would defibrillate him and he
would awaken. Medications no longer were effective. He
was shocked 143 times in eight hours. His chest was
literally burned from all the electricity. Although
cardiologists were there, the best one in my estimation

REMEMBERING RALPH

was called in. He decided to place a
pacemaker while in the coronary care unit, because
Ralph’s condition was so severe. It worked. Once he
increased the rate to 90, all the irregularities stopped.
Ralph continued to improve.

A heart catheterization was performed to see how
his heart was healing. By-pass surgery was strongly
recommended. Without the surgery, his life expectancy
was quoted to be very low. Ralph and Peggy agreed to
the surgery, and when his bloodwork returned to normal,
the surgery was performed. Peggy, Ralph and I prayed
prior to surgery. There was great peace in the room.
Ralph did not return from the operating room. God called
him home.

I was there when the surgeon told Peggy. To my
utter amazement, she thanked us all for giving her the
extra months with her beloved husband. She hugged me
hard, kissed my cheek, and bid me goodbye.

“As long as there is life there is hope,” Cicero
wrote. I was reminded of David when Bathsheba'’s child
was sick and dying. Intensely, he fasted and prayed. After
the child died, he got up and went on with his life.

Peggy and Ralph spent months in the coronary
care unit, side by side, hoping for his recovery. They
smiled often. Each day was viewed as a gift from God.
God gave them a transcending peace. He gave them a
closeness I have rarely encountered.
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KRISTINA’S 'EVERLASTING HOPE’

by Kristina Andersen, RN

G od continues to stretch my

faith over the years. In 2008, I was giv-

en the opportunity to travel to the Philippines on my very
first mission’s trip. At the time, I didnt own a passport
or even know where the Philippines was on the map, but
I knew without a doubt that God was calling me to go.
This started me on a more than ten-year-journey in
learning to say “yes” to God and to trust Him, even when
I didn't know the details or what to expect.

I went to the Philippines with both excitement
and nervousness. I had always longed to deliver babies
and I could hardly wait to experience the miracle of birth
through volunteering in a Christian maternity clinic. In the
three weeks I was there, only two women gave birth. At
the time, I was a bit disappointed. However, as I
reflected on my first experience, I could completely see
God’s hand in it. During this first trip, I was given the
opportunity to reach out to children living in the dump
site, which allowed me to begin to fall in love with the
Filipino people, especially the children.

After graduating nursing school, I once again said
“Yes” to God and went to the Philippines for six months
serving in the same maternity clinic. My plan was to take
these experiences and transfer them to a lifelong career
of being a labor and delivery nurse in the USA. Little did I
know that this truly was the start of a lifelong calling that
God was placing in my heart to serve the Filipino people.

I returned to the States and in just one and a
half years of working as a nurse, I once again said “Yes”
to God and moved full-time to the Philippines in 2011.
During the first few years, I spent time ministering to
children and families living in communities without
running water or electricity, many sleeping on dirt floors
and eating rice as their primary source of nutrition. It was
overwhelming for me, especially knowing how blessed I
was to have the things that I needed easily provided for
me. In reaching these communities, the one thing that
continued to capture my heart was seeing these children
laughing, playing, and smiling, despite their
circumstances. It absolutely changed my perspective. I

cherished the times I
could play Duck Duck Goose or
Patty-cake with these children and remind
them how much Jesus loves them.

In 2014, I met a sweet ten-year-old boy
diagnosed with Osteosarcoma of the knee. Over one
month'’s time, his knee grew to the size of a basketball. It
was shocking. This family not only needed the practical
support of help with medical expenses and finding
resources, but they desperately needed emotional and
spiritual care. They were turning to so many things in
desperation, including sacrificing chickens, believing bad
spirits to be in their water well, and paying money they
didn’t have to seek alternative faith healers. It was my
greatest desire to bring them the true hope that can only
be found in the Lord. I knew that this family was not
unique and that many families in the Philippines must be
in similar situations and in great need of support and
encouragement and most of all everlasting hope.

This sweet little boy passed away just three
months after his diagnosis. It was such a difficult
experience for our team in how to care for this child and
provide the comfort that he needed (especially
considering he passed away uncomfortably in his home).
I knew God was calling me to do something more for
children battling cancer. I met with his oncology doctor
and asked: “"What are the needs of children with cancer
in Cebu?” She responded with urgency that there was no
home to house these children and their families when
they travel hours by boat or bus into Cebu City for
treatment. I literally got goose bumps from head to toe
and knew that this was going to be one of the biggest
yesses of my life and that God was getting ready to
stretch my faith beyond anything I could imagine!

I absolutely know that God brought this sweet
little boy into my life to show me His plan and purpose
for Everlasting HOPE in the Philippines! In early 2016,
we began working with a handful of children with cancer
by driving them to the hospital, supporting their medical
needs, and providing nutrition. In May 2016, I
encountered a little girl that had travelled 12 hours by
boat to Cebu City. The family was spending money that
they didn't have to stay in a tiny room without windows
so they could be near the hospital. Gea had been in and
out of the hospital over the previous months and was
even in the ICU on her birthday. I felt the prompting of

Turn to page 12...
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FAITH, NOT STONES
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q woke up this morning,
looking forward to heading

out to participate in a protest at a drug house. This is a
known location where druggies come to use drugs. I spent
quite a bit of time creating my protest banner last week -
bought the paint, paintbrushes, banner paper on sale at
Michael’s craft store. Everything’s packed in the trunk
already—I usually do that the night before so I won't
forget in a rush out of the house. I caught a glimpse of
what was going on the TV while making breakfast. Those
politicians on TV - they are all hypocrites! Especially the
ones I don't like and on the other side of my political
views. Their intentions are evil and they want to destroy
this country I love.

I got into my car, backed out of the garage and
took a left turn down the street. There's a girl walking to
school by herself. She seems a bit young to walk to school
on her own, especially in my neighborhood which I don‘t
think is quite safe. Why is this girl walking by herself to
school? What's wrong with her parents? Why don't they
drop their daughter off at school instead? It's borderline
child neglect to be letting your child walk to school by
themself at this day and age! I would never do that if I had
a daughter! I got on the on-ramp to the freeway. Traffic is
quite busy in the morning. Lots of traffic - I hate traffic!
Oh, and as I'm trying to change lanes on the freeway, this
little red corvette came out of nowhere and cut me off
right in front of me! These people are “idiots” in the
morning! Who taught them how to drive? I hate crazy
drivers on the freeway - especially this little red corvette!
The drive was long to our designated protest location - but
after an hour’s drive I finally pulled up to the drug house. I
see my friends there waiting for me - it's good to see
them! Opening up my car trunk, I pull out my protest
banner and come to join our group of Christian protesters.
We chant together out loud and in unison. My large banner
proudly is displayed with the words written in bright red:
“DRUG USERS GO TO HELL."----- This story is of course, all
Fictional.

John 8:3-7, NIV

The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a

woman caught in adultery. They made her
stand before the group."

It's human nature to judge. It's human nature to apply
the standards of “The Law” to events we watch on TV,
see on the street, while driving on the freeway, with folks
at home, at work, and in our community.

I'm always reminded that when I'm quick to judge
another, whether loudly or silently in my mind - I am
casting a stone. Every day I cast stones - they are not
physical stones, but the stones I cast are silent in my
mind, my thoughts, and in my words. Jesus comes back
to remind me - "Let any one of you who is without sin be
the first to throw a stone”.

Romans 2:1-3, NIV

"You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment
on someone else, for at whatever point you judge
another, you are condemning yourself, because you who
pass judgment do the same things. Now we know that
God’s judgment against those who do such things is
based on truth. So when you, a mere human being, pass
Judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you
think you will escape God'’s judgment?”

Romans 3:19-20, NIV

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to
those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God.
Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God'’s sight
by the works of the law; rather, through the law we
become conscious of our sin.”

- DARING FAITH

{ SERVANT-HEARTED

knightheart.hubpages.com

Photo by: Laurie Zagon
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING:
THE UNSEEN PANDEMIC

by Margie Whittaker, MSN, RN

W ave you ever

met a person who has

been trafficked? If you are in healthcare,
you probably have! Eighty eight percent of trafficked
victims report they have had an interaction with a
healthcare provider. Yet less than 1% have been
identified. We are called to be the “light in the darkness
and to be salt to the earth” (Matthew 5:13-16, NIV).

Human trafficking is a major source of darkness
in the world. In the United States it is a $33 billion dollar
business every year. It is second only to illegal drugs
($34 billion/annually). Human trafficking is a crime that
deprives a person of their personal liberty and involves
the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of
carrying out labor services or commercial sex acts. Due to
their age of consent, minors who are trafficked for the
purpose of commercial sex are considered victims and
the law does now require force, fraud, or coercion.

I have been blessed to volunteer with a faith
based nonprofit organization, Run2Rescue. Their mission
is to Reach, Rescue and Restore victims of sex trafficking.
Reaching is bringing awareness of this evil in our midst.
Rescue is saving the girls from the streets, from social
services, from police services and from families who
notify R2R of a young woman who is in need. Restore is
the long term process that allows God to fully heal these
young women from the unimaginable trauma and sin
they have endured.

I was invited to be part of a team to care for
young women who had been trafficked about 5 years
ago. I participated in training and learned much about
human trafficking. Even though my professional path was
as a critical care/trauma RN I had much to learn. I found
myself answering a call to become more involved with
the girls themselves. I was invited to meet the young
women/girls and provide for them unconditional
acceptance and love. God has given me one very clear
instruction in my life as a Christian, a wife, a mom, a
grandma and as an RN: Love the person I put in front of
you! Each girl I meet is unique and has come from a
unique set of circumstances. Each one blesses me and
changes me as I spend time with her. I spend a portion
of each week with the girl/s who are in the part of the
program where they are in a safe environment called The
Gateway of Hope Home. The word of God is the basis for
truth and a great place to start, so together we study the
Bible. Learning the names and character of God is where
we start and go on to study different books of the bible.

fﬂl‘ﬂ@/p
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Sandra (fictitious
name) is the most recent young
woman to touch my heart. She had read,

Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers, and when I asked
her what book of the Bible we should study next she
selected Hosea! Minor prophets are not easy for
seasoned Christians to understand, but this lovely young
woman has done an hour of homework each day to dig in
to and understand the rich lessons we can learn from
Hosea. I am blessed by her diligence, by her love of the
LORD, by her desire to share the gospel with others.
Sandra is a miracle who a short time ago was desiring to
die by taking her own life and now she is God'’s chosen
princess.

"Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;
Whoever is discerning, let him know them.
For the ways of the LORD are right,
And the righteous will walk in them,
But transgressors will stumble in them.”
Hosea 14:9, ESV

As a healthcare providers, you will meet someone
like my young friend. There are actions you can take and
become more aware of this shadow life.

e Education

+ Victims are often overlooked due to lack or
education/awareness of the provider. Look for the
national or local Human Trafficking Task Force
through social services and law enforcement
agencies or through the national hot line as they
offer resources.

+ Learn and recognize the signs of a trafficked victim.

+ Create protocols for your organization (examples
are available in literature or at Reclaim611.org
website)

e Trauma Informed Care

+ Remember victims have been in a trauma for a
long time. They have repeatedly been victimized.

+ They have established bonds with their trafficker

Turn to page 13...
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https://run2rescue.com/
https://www.reclaim611.org/
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by Dr. Ade Adebanjo

Isaiah 56:7, NKJV

“"Even them I will bring to My holy mountain and
make them joyful in My house of prayer.

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will
be accepted on My altar; For My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all nations.”

G od declared that His house shall be called a house
of prayer for all nations. Prayer is not something
that is unique to any nation but is for all nations/peoples.
Having travelled to and lived in different nations, I have
observed people praying with varying degrees of
earnestness and understanding and often pondered on
why God chose to call His house a house of prayer.

When a house is being built there are some facts
that we must consider and understand:

Ownership

The Lord declares that it is "My House"” that is
being built. He is the owner, builder and maker of all things
(Hebrews 3:4). The owner of the house is the one that
decides what the house is supposed to look like and how it
is supposed to be built. It is to be His dwelling place,
where He makes His home. There is a purpose for every
single part of the house as decided by the owner of the
house. If the understanding of ownership is not
established, then there is a tendency for people to take on
the responsibility of deciding and planning how things
shogld be built which will not match what the owner had in
mind.

The house that the Lord is building is us - His
people - individually and corporately (Hebrews 3:6; 1
Corinthians 3:9). We must understand that we are not our
own i.e. we don't belong to ourselves. We have been
bought and paid for with a price - the precious blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot treat our lives like we belong
to ourselves and are calling the shots on how our lives
should be built up. Unless it is the Lord building the house,
they that build it are laboring in vain (Psalms 127:1). They
may build it but it is vain because it may not be according
to the purpose and plan of the One who owns it all. Also,
the owner is the one paying for the building. God has
already made payment in full through the sacrifice of His
Son Jesus Christ. The house is paid for in full and every
resource necessary for completing the building has already
been laid up. All we have to do is ask the Owner for what
we need and He supplies it according to His riches in glory.
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Without acknowledging who the owner is (by

surrendering to Him) it is difficult to discern what we
are supposed to be building or gain access to the
resources we are to build with. This is why we must
continue to preach the good news of our Lord Jesus so
that people can come to the saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ and of our loving and gracious Father who owns
everything, including us.

Many years ago, I was building my life up as a
young Physician and making seemingly great progress
doing so. When I gave my life to Jesus and acknowledged
His ownership/Lordship over my life I gradually began to
discern His purpose for my life and what He wanted to
build in and through me. This led to a change in the
trajectory of my life as I transitioned from being a
medical practitioner to become a minister of the gospel
and missionary to many nations, helping to build God's
house the way He had designed it for my life.

Plan
Hebrews 3:4, TPT

“"Every house is built by someone, but God is the
Designer and Builder of all things.”

The builders that are engaged to help build a
house all work together to ensure that the building is
being done according to the design specifications and
plans of the owner.

Likewise, we are co-laborers in this building
project that is God’s house. There are wise master
builders like the Apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 3:10) that
helped to lay the foundation of building our lives upon the
Chief cornerstone who is Jesus. There are also the
fivefold ministry gifts today (Ephesians 4:11-12) that help
equip us for the work of building up the house of God -
The Body of Christ. These builders cannot just decide to
build based on their own desires or what they think it
should look like. They build based on the plans of God
accessible through the word and prayer (Acts 6:4).

Many times, we think we know how things are
supposed to go and what they ought to look like. We lean
on our understanding and experience in building up our
lives, families, career, businesses etc. Ultimately, this
often leads to confusion, chaos and maybe even calamity.
The key to staying on track with the Owner to ensure that
things are being built according to His will and have
access to His help and the resources we need is ongoing
communication through prayer.

A breakdown in communication often leads to
confusion instead of clarity, conflict and competition
instead of cooperation. Without communication, people
begin to do what seems right in their own eyes. They are

Turn to page 14...
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Continued from "Who is Erasmia. .. ”

She stated that “had I told you of this prayer, you may
have felt it your duty to obey but now you, yourself have
heard His Appeal” "Whom shall I send?’ My heart is full of
_]Oy”.

In responding to God’s call, she had a further
dilemma, where shall I serve? She prayed and waited.
Numerous proposals came in, regarding ministry and
missions, but none appealed to her heart until she
received a prayer letter from HCF. The letter stated “there
was an urgent need for assistance in the HCF office”. She
felt a sense of peace and applied for the position. When
she was interviewed one of the committee members
questioned her youth. She asked, “can a girl of seventeen
summers know the will of God for her life”? A senior
member replied and stated “give her a chance to prove
herself”. She was accepted into the ministry. She then
went through years of rigorous training, business college,
office administration, the planning of conferences and
hospital evangelism. She was given increasing
responsibility in the organization of worldwide conferences
until finally she became Francis Grim’s personal secretary
and after several years they fell in love, married and
worked tirelessly together to serve the Lord. Erasmia is
celebrating her 75" year in ministry. Her beloved Francis
went home to be with the Lord November 1%, 2005.

The pages of history are turned to October 1946.
In the HCFI archives there is a letter from a girl in her late
teens in which she applied to join the Fellowship. One of
the positive comments from a Senior Nursing Officer
serving on the Executive Board at the time reads:
“Regarding Erasmia Frangakis, it appears that she has
earnestly sought the Lord’s face in this matter and her
testimony as to belonging to Him leaves no doubt. May
the Lord bless her and keep her.”

In Erasmia’s words, “ 7hat is how I took the initial
step into what has since become my life calling”. She said,
“Little did I know when I was called to serve in the world
of health professionals in 1946 what lay in the hidden
recesses of the years ahead. They were years of learning
deep lessons of dependence upon God and with a
trembling heart discovering the wonder of His Presence as
we journeyed on together. I recall my period of training in
the Fellowship, followed by studies in a Business College,
then later the organizing of camps for nurses which
absorbed hours of planning. In the ensuing years World
Conferences rose to the fore and it was an honour for me
to participate in arranging these in Rome, Austria, Wales,
England, South Africa and the Philippines followed by
Global Prayer gatherings in Singapore and Sri Lanka.
Every step was a walk of faith in deep dependence upon
God and finding Him to be utterly faithful. 'Sole Deo
/C;‘/or/a “remains the banner flying over all that now lies in

[story.”

Here is a short summary of Erasmia’s duties
through her 75 years serving with HCFL.

1. Prayer ministry

2. International Prayer Coordinator and member of
the GLAT (Global Action Team)

3. Coordinator of the Core Prayer team
4. Trumpet Call and Prayer Week Guide

6. Receiving prayer requests from around the world
via e-mail, What's App and other social media

7. International Administrator

8. Hebron finances and International finances

9. Recording and filing of HCFI documents

10. Member of HMT (Hebron Management Team)

11. International Communication — formal and
informal

12. Planning of international conferences &

Eithne Keegan RN, MSN was born and raised in Ireland
in a small village. She emigrated to the US on Dec 31st,
1977. She started her nurse training in Dublin, Ireland,
and continued her nursing career in Orange County
California, where she raised her daughter Nora. She
accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior and was
baptized on her first mission trip to Kyiv, Ukraine May
2002.

Eithne is an RN, MSN, and an international missionary,
teacher, speaker, and short story writer. She has
worked in many aspects of Nursing such as
administration, adult, pediatric nursing, prison nursing,
education, and community health. She presently works
as a Faith Based Community Health Advocate in a
hospital in California.

Eithne helped start a school of Nursing in Northern
Kenya and has led numerous mission trips around the
globe as well as assisted in writing the best practices
of medical missions. She is now the National
Coordinator of Healthcare Christian Fellowship USA.

You can email Eithne at hcfusa53@gmail.com .

“ They were years of learning deep
lessons of dependence upon God
and with a trembling heart
discovering the wonder of His
Presence as we journeyed on
together.

- Erasmia

source: istockphoto.comyphoto
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Continued from “Working Alongside ...”

and leadership in a secured environment from being the
chief hostess at a conference to managing a leadership
summit. She ensured that the people working with her
had opportunities to learn and grow in excellence.
Sometimes she was very strong in her correction but the
spirit behind her approach was for the personal
development of the worker and the benefit of the work.

On a personal level, Erasmia was interested in
my wellbeing and the wellbeing of the HCF family. She
motivated and encouraged me when I enrolled in the
Global University to complete my Bachelor’s and Master’s
in Education and she was present at my graduation.
Birthdays are a very special part of life at Hebron, and
she takes time to celebrate with the staff. I have lived
and worked closely with Erasmia for about 25 years and
during that period she has been a colleague, a mentor, a
mother, a prayer supporter, and a friend. She sets a
great example to follow. &

Angelina Sandy is from the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago where she was trained and worked as a
Registered Nurse and Licensed Midwife. She is also a
graduate of the Open Bible Institute of Theology of
Trinidad and Tobago with a Diploma in Theology, and
The Global University with a Master’s in Education.
Angelina served the Lord through the HCFI in Africa
and presently resides in Trinidad. She is an
international trainer with HCFI and the HCF Regional
Representative for the Caribbean.

You can email Angelina at sandyangelina@hotmail.com

'STEPS TO GO‘D
_ .

Remember

GOD LOVES YOU

AND WANTS YOU TO EXPERIENCE
FORGIVENESS OF SIN AND ETERNAL LIFE
(John 3:16)

Recognize

MAN IS A SINNER

BY NATURE AND PRACTICE AND IS THEREFORE

GUILTY AND UNFIT FOR GOD’S PRESENCE
(Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23)

11

Continued from "The First Lady..."

Another gift Erasmia has is that of encourage-
ment. Many times I've received cards or emails from her
with a personal note of encouragement. She is modest in
her response when those whom she has blessed, express
their gratitude. To me Erasmia is also ‘The First Lady’ of
encouragement.

This year, Erasmia Grim has given 75 years of
her life to serve the ministry God called her to, when she
was only 17. She's ‘The First Lady’ of us all and dearly
loved and appreciated by untold people around the
world.

I can hear her Savior someday say, * Well done,
my faithful servant.” &

Aubrey Beauchamp (Retired President HCF USA)
started a Bible study at San Clemente Hospital in 1972
which developed into HCF USA. She was born and
survived the horrors of World War II in the
Netherlands. She migrated to Indonesia for high school
and furthered her career as a bush nurse in Sydney,
Australia. She immigrated to the USA in 1960. She is a
prolific writer, speaker, conference organizer, and Bible
study developer/teacher. She authored the New Heart
magazine which is now retired. Among one of her
achievements was the Compassionate Care seminar for
healthcare workers which is still in use today. She
mentored many people including the current head of
HCF USA. Although retired she leads a group called the
Happy Hymn Singers.

You can email Aubrey at hcfusa@gmail.com

Realize that

JESUS CHRIST

IS GOD’S ONLY PROVISION TO BRING YOU TO
HIMSELF (Romans 5:8, 1 Peter 3:18)

Receive

JESUS CHRIST

AS YOUR PERSONAL SAVIOR TO RECEIVE MEANS
TO TRUST, TO ACCEPT & TO WELCOME HIM
(John 1:12, Revelation 3:20)

SUGGESTED PRAYER
"Heavenly Father, | believe the Lord Jesus died on the cross in my place,
taking the punishment for my sins. | agree with You that I am a sinner. |
confess my sins and ask for Your forgiveness. Thanks You for Jesus' blood
which takes away my sins. By faith | open my heart and receive Jesus
Christ as my personal Lord and Savior. From now on, You take control of
my life. Thank you Father for hearing me and giving me eternal life:
In Jesus' name | pray. Amen."
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Continued from "“Kristina’s Everlasting... ”

the Lord to invite Gea and her mother to stay in my home.

Gea came into my home malnourished, unable to walk,
and could barely crack a smile. She left my home one and
a half months later doing so much better-smiling, walking,
laughing, and well-nourished physically and spiritually.

I met with my Filipino volunteer team, and we all
agreed it was time to expand our outreach. I knew that if
this could happen with one child, just think how many
more children we could impact. Although we did not have
the funds to immediately open a home in Cebu, we knew
that we needed to pray, trust God, and begin to look for a
place to rent in Cebu City that was near the hospitals, yet
quiet and clean for children battling cancer. God directed
us to the right place!

In July 2016, we took a huge leap of faith and
opened our Everlasting HOPE Cebu Center! Over the past
five years, we have been able to help more than 250
children with cancer, and their families too. I am forever
grateful to the Lord for the amazing opportunity to walk
alongside these children and families, to remind them that
they are not alone and that there is always HOPE in Jesus.

God continues to remind me to trust Him and to
say yes when He asks. It has not always been easy. I
have doubted over the years, yet the one thing that
always remains constant is that He is truly faithful. I just

need to say “Yes,” then trust God and let Him do the rest! &

Kristina Andersen is the Executive Director and
Founder of Everlasting Hope, Children’s Cancer
Mission. She was born and raised in Bothell, WA, just
north of Seattle. After she lost both of her parents to
cancer in 1998 and 2000, she felt the leading of the
Lord to become a nurse. In 2008, while in Nursing
school, she had the opportunity to go to the
Philippines, which started her on a more than 10-year
Journey of serving Filipino children and their families.

As a Registered Nurse, she spent a few years in the
USA as a mother-baby nurse as well as providing care
to medically fragile children in their home. After
moving to the Philippines in 2011, she found herself
involved in various ministries including ministering to
children and families living in a dump site, serving
youth within her church, conducting home and hospital
visitations, and coordinating a VBS Soccer Camp for
children. In 2015, Kristina was given the opportunity
to attend Philippine Healthcare Christian Fellowships
three-month discipleship training. This training was
pivotal in helping Kristina to take a leap of faith to
open Everlasting HOPE Cebu’s Home for Children with
Cancer in 2016. Over the past five years, she and her
team have been walked alongside more than 250
children and their families, bringing them the HOPE in
Jesus!

You can email Kristina at
kristina@everlastinghope.org .
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Continued from "Faith, Not Stones.|.. ”

If I live by the Law and judge others by the Law,
I am already convicted as a law breaker. The Law only
exists to point out my need for a Savior.

I thank God that He has saved me not from what
I can do for Him, but from what He has done for me
through Jesus Christ. Salvation is by/Faith alone, apart
from the Law. For the Law can never save me.

Romans 3:21-24,28, NIV

"But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets
testify. This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus
Christ to all who believe. Therelis no difference between
Jew and Gentile, for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, and all are justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus... For
we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from
the works of the law.”

John Courson states /in his commentary
"Justification is apart from the law. If you are trying to
relate to the Father on the basis of your own goodness or
devotion, your consistency or your Bible study, your do's
and do not’s - you'll never be justified. The law cannot
justify you. It can only bring you to the realization that
you are a sinner in need of a Savior".

Matthew 7:3-5 (NK3JV) states, “And why do
you look at the speck in' your brothers eye, but do not
consider the plank in your own eye? Or how can you say
to your brother, 'Let me remove the speck from your eye,
and look, a plank is in/your own eye?’ Hypocrite! First
remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will
see clearly to remove the speck from your brothers eye.”

As Matthew shows us, we should not throw
stones or judge others. We should follow Jesus's example
as He is the only perfect person. &

Dung Trinh, MD is the Chief Medical Officer of Astiva
Health, Irvine Clinical Research, and holds leadership
positions with multiple health care organizations in
Orange County.

He is President of TongueOut.org, a 501(c) nonprofit
organization dedicated to providing access to health
care to the most vulnerable population in society
including work in Vietnam, Haiti, Peru, and Mexico.

Dr. Trinh is a keynote speaker, best-selling author, and
founder of HealthTalksOC.com, a platform to provide
education and training focused on preventive health
and wellness.

Dr. Trinh can be reached at iggy@tonqueout.org
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Continued from "Remembering Ralph”

God ordained Ralph’s life and his death. God used
creative medical strategies not yet in practice at the time
to sustain his life. Prayers were powerful and heard by our
Lord. Peggy came to visit us in the Coronary Care Unit on
the day of Ralph'’s passing for the next few years. We will
meet again.

What were the take-away messages I learned
personally?

v Speak life to your patients in a coma. They may hear
and believe you.

v' Relationships with other Jesus’ followers unite hearts
despite all differences.

v" God always knows best.

After 32 years as a hospital nurse and 15 years as
a family nurse practitioner, I retired from my paid
positions to care for my ailing husband. God is still in
control. Prayer still works. Creative strategies are needed
as my husband declines in front of me. Like Peggy, I am
thankful for every minute I have with my Sweetheart.

I remember Ralph. &

Sandra L. Krantz was born in Connellsville, PA. She has
participated in Healthcare Christian Fellowship since
1986, as the director of the Fayetteville County
Chapter having meetings in all the hospitals in the
county bi-monthly until 1996.

Her nursing education began at the Lillian S. Kaufman
School of Nursing as an RN in 1976, continued at Penn
State University with a BSN in 1994, and concluded at
Baylor University as a Family Nurse Practitioner in
2005.

She has done mission work with the youth in Toronto
Canada, medical missions with Southwestern Medical
School times three to Mexico, and orphanage physical/
HIV/AIDS testing for a month in Uganda. Residing in
Faison, NC since 2006, she has cared for the medically
underserved and the military both at Camp Lejeune
and Seymour Johnson. Retired in 2020, God rekindles
the HCF flame to open a new NC Chapter.

mail.com .

You can email Sandra at hcfusanc

Continued from “"Human Trafficking... "

(could be family members, guardians, employers)

+  Learn language of trafficking
¢ Advocate through legislative action

¢ Raise awareness to others
From the AMA Journal of Ethics:

“Health care professionals are moving to the
forefront of efforts to prevent human trafficking and
to address its harms through identification, trauma-
informed care, and advocacy. Mandatory reporting
laws—including careful incorporation of sex and labor
trafficking into definitions of reportable child abuse—
might facilitate the protection of trafficking victims
and survivors. To achieve this goal, health care, child
welfare, and law enforcement professionals must be
trained in trafficking, trafficking victims and survivors
must have access to trauma-informed care, and child
welfare systems must have the necessary resources
to provide meaningful prevention and protection.
With measures in place to ensure that the risks of
mandatory reporting laws are mitigated, health care
professionals can assume the role of mandatory
reporters of human trafficking while meeting their
ethical obligation to'“do no harm.”

"The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the
LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the
poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from

darkness for the prisoners,” &

Isaiah 61:1, NIV

Margie graduated from nursing school in 1974, with a
BSN and in 2000 an MSN. Margie has provided care for
patients and families in critical care units with emphasis
on trauma, neurosurgery, organ and tissue donation
and palliative care. Margie’s passion is for family
centered care and advocating for patients in vulnerable
populations. She is a nursing advocate for nurses in
providing an optimal environment for them to practice
their care. She completed a post graduate certificate in
ethics and has provided direction for hospital-based
Bioethics committees for over three decades.

Margie has worked locally at Mission Hospital, South
Coast Community Hospital and San Clemente Hospital.
She has had the opportunity to share God’s love
through her work with patients and staff as well as
several medical missions to Eswatini (formerly
Swaziland) in Africa and most recently working with
young women who are recovering from human traffick-
ing.

Margie enjoys her family of husband, kids, grandkids
and many friends in the area. She continues to teach
women'’s bible studies and loves sharing the Word of
God with all!

You can email Margie at mwhitt@cox.net .
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Continued from "The House... "

more focused on and preoccupied by what they are
building so much so that they ignore or forget about the
One they are building for. They are ready to do whatever
it takes and use any means necessary to carry on what
THEY are building. With continuous communication
(Prayer) however, we can be in one mind with the Owner
of the building, talking to him, asking Him questions,
asking for wisdom and guidance and for understanding of
wlhat His will is so that we can execute it according to His
plans.

Process

The process of building anything can be a very
messy one. Things are not always going to go according to
our plan and schedule neither will it be nice and tidy,
clean, and neat. There are things to be dug up, rooted out
that can be quite messy. There are building materials to
be brought in cut into shape to be fitted etc. There are
waiting periods for things to set before the next phase
begins. There are people that must be in place and ready
for the next phase of building. In the meantime, we are
impatient, wondering what it is taking so long. Why does it
seem like nothing is happening? Why is everywhere so
messy and upside down? We generally do not like things
to be messy and disorganized around us. We like things to
go orderly, according to our plan and for it to be done
NOW. When we see a mess, we right away try to
straighten it out or cover it up but we may be interfering
with what God is building. Maybe you are dealing with that
right now - things look so messy around your life and it
seems like it is taking forever for what you are expecting
to happen.

Without a vision and focus on the result, it is easy
to get disillusioned, discouraged, distracted in the process
of building.

Let me encourage you not to be intimidated by
messes or discouraged by delays. Messes are an indication
that God is building something and is not through yet.
There are things in our lives that are being dug up and
rooted out because they will affect the integrity of what
God is building. Like in the natural, this process is usually
quite messy.

Also, delay does not always mean denial. It may
mean God is allowing time for some things that are being
put in you to “set” (like concrete) before the next stage
can begin. Also, it often takes time for men and materials
to be put in place.

Just keep on engaging God in prayer and trust in
the wisdom, love, mercy and timing of the One who sees
the end from the beginning. He makes all things beautiful
in His time (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

We must understand that the building of God’s
house has been ongoing for millennia. It has not always
been pretty, but it has continued, nevertheless. It has
weathered the storms of wars, plagues, persecution,
political and economic calamities, personal and national
tragedies, and catastrophes etc. The builders have
changed over time, but the project has continued till
today. We are the ones privileged to be co-laboring with
God in this end-time stage of the project.

Through all the mess and chaos, changes and
transitions God has continued to unfold His plan and
build His house, in no small part due to the prayers of
His people, causing all things to work together for good
for those who love God and are called according to His
purpose.

Prayer is the key to maintaining a relationship
with the Owner, communicating with Him, and
understanding His plans and purposes, obtaining
wisdom, help and resources for building our lives,
families, careers, churches, communities, and nations.

Prayer also helps us to stay passionate about the
building project, to persevere in the face of the
challenges that we encounter in the world and the
messes that are often created in the process. It helps us
stay connected to God who is the source of the power
we need to carry on the building of His house.

So let us continue to pray without ceasing. We
are God’s house - The House That Prayer Built. <

Rev. Dr. Ade Adebanjo, a former Medical Doctor, has been a
missionary evangelist and bible teacher for over 20 years. He
has been bearing the Name and reality of Jesus Christ to
nations around the world, especially to the nation of India. He
has been instrumental in taking the gospel to many unreached
areas, establishing bible schools, and training and discipling
thousands of ministers around the world.

Ade lives in Katy, Texas where he lives with his wife, Busola,
and their three growing children.

Dr. Ade can be reached at

ambassadeinternationall5@gmail.com

Dr. Ade’s book
at
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WHAT IS HCF ?

ne Healthcare Christian Fellow-
ship (HCF) is a non-profit interdenominational
organization among caregivers.

In 1936, Francis Grim, a Christian businessman in
South Africa, and his brother Paul visited their elderly
father daily in a local hospital. During these visits they
noticed that the patient’s physical needs were well taken
care of, but their spiritual needs were largely ignored.

Francis was alarmed and concerned about the
lack of spiritual care. He realized that many patients pass
through the healthcare systems of our world who do not
pass through our churches.

Yet, when they are ill, they often want to reach
out to God: A God they do not know. They need someone
to teach them the Good News of Jesus’ forgiveness, care,
healing, joy and salvation.

He began to train a small group of student nurses
how to share their faith with their patients and fellow
workers. This was the beginning of what has now become
Healthcare Christian Fellowship International (HCFI), a
world-wide movement among all branches of
healthcare, active in over 100 countries around the
world. Go to www.hcfglobal.org for more information.

Doctrinal Basis

The Doctrinal Basis of HCFI shall consist of the
essential beliefs of Biblical Christianity, including:

e The unity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
in the Godhead.

e The person of our Lord Jesus Christ as very God and
very Man, born of the virgin Mary, His real and sinless
humanity, His atoning death, His bodily resurrection,
and His ascension into Heaven.

e The Divine inspiration and supreme authority of the
Holy Scripture in all matters of faith and conduct.

e The guilt and depravity of human nature in
consequence of the Fall.

e The substitutionary death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and His resurrection, as the only way of salvation
from sin through repentance and faith.

e The necessity for the new birth by the Holy Spirit and
His indwelling in the believer for sanctification and
service.

e The personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ and the
judgment to come for the just and for the unjust.

e The resurrection of the body and eternal life.

e Heaven as a place
of everlasting blessedness for all
who have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ.

In brief, HCFI places a strong emphasis upon the
Deity of Jesus Christ and His Atonement; regeneration by
the Holy Spirit and His indwelling fullness in the believer
for personal victory and fruitfulness; the supreme
authority of the Scriptures and the importance of
personal and group evangelism.

Healthcare Christian Fellowship, USA

Healthcare Christian Fellowship, USA (formerly
Hospital Christian Fellowship) is the United States
chapter of Healthcare Christian Fellowship International.
It began in 1972 at a small hospital in San Clemente,
California.

A nurse, Aubrey Beauchamp, started prayer
meetings at her home. In time this small beginning
became a national movement among Christian
Caregivers. Aubrey has retired and Eithne Keegan has
taken over the leadership of HCF USA. She can be
reached at hcfusa53@gmail.com .

Our mission is to encourage and strengthen
caregivers in their faith, workplace, and personal life,
promoting Biblical principles in healthcare. We train
caregivers to meet the spiritual needs of their patients
and fellow workers.

You can also visit www.hcfusa.org for more
resources and to know how to be part of what God is
doing in the health fields of USA and beyond. &

Join us on YouTube and Facebook

Healthcare Christian Fellowship, USA
P.O. Box 3439, Laguna Hills CA 92654-3439
Phone: (949) 312-7284
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http://www.hcfglobal.org
mailto:hcfusa53@gmail.com
http://www.hcfusa.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeZemjAIOidXG6nrCQa0msQ
https://www.facebook.com/healthcarechristianfellowshipusa/?ref=bookmarks

UPCOMING EVENTS

NORTH AMERICAN PRAYER CONFERENCE
Hosted by HCF USA Houston chapter

March 10-11, 2022

Via Live & Zoom

Theme verse: Matthew 26:41, NIV

“Watch and pray so that you will not
fall into temptation. The spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak. «

Tune in to our website hcfusa.org for location
& details.

NEXT HCF USA CONFERENCE
JUNE 2022

Details to be announced later

You may submit articles

Official Magazine Of HCF USA

for editing and review for the next issue by

Next Healthcare Pulse magazine January 20", 2022
March 2022 to hcfusa53@gmail.com

or Email us at
hcfusa53@gmail.com

To subscribe to the magazine and support our
ministry, a suggested donation of $25 /year would be
greatly appreciated .

Subscribe Here

Your Donations Help Us TosEncourage Christians in Healthcare %
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Help us spread the compassionate message of Christ to healthcare professionals! Donate

If you enjoyed our free trainings and other inspiring contents, please consider donating!

m e i I

Donations are processed through PayPal and are 100% tax deductible.

w Healthcare Christian Fellowship, USA

P.O. Box 3439, Laguna Hills CA 92654-3439 WWW. h Cfu Sa.o rg
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